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March 24: Supreme Court justices Jesus Moreno Guacaran and Adan Febres Cordero resigned.
Since March 6, five of 15 justices have stepped down. Defense Minister Gen. Fernando Ochoa
Antich denied that weapons seized from rebel troops involved in the Feb. 4 coup attempt had been
turned over to militants of the ruling Democratic Action (AD) party. The minister was responding to
Deputy Pablo Medina, who said the secret police division (DISIP) was responsible for distributing
weapons to AD members in order to create a pro-government "self-defense militia." March 25:
According to local news agency Innac, classes at the Western University (UDO) in Cumana were
indefinitely suspended in response to student protests. National Guard troops were called in, and
police in helicopters dropped tear gas canisters on students in the streets and at the Technical
Training Institute campus where they sought cover. According to a city government spokesperson,
police arrested students when they attempted to loot shops in downtown Cumana. During the
previous week, student protests were reported in Cumana, Merida, Bocono, Trujillo, San Cristobal
and Maracaibo. Interior Minister Luis Pinerua Ordas reiterated that all public demonstrations or
protests were illegal under the existing state of emergency prohibiting the right to free assembly.
Supreme Court justices Otto Marin and Dario Velancia resigned. AD party Deputies Luis Raul
Matos Azocar and Cristobal Hernandez said they would support a vote by the congress to censure
the government's economic cabinet. Under Venezuelan law, a two-thirds vote in favor of censure
is required to force removal of cabinet members. The AD controls 97 of 201 seats in the Chamber
of Deputies. Caracas media sources quoted coup leader Lt.Col. Hugo Chavez Frias as saying that
the "military high command" was plotting a right-wing coup to overthrow President Carlos Andres
Perez. Chavez said he reported the conspiracy to the local press because he wanted "the people to
know we would have nothing to do with such a thing. It would be more of the same and we would
oppose it with all our might." In a separate interview with the Spanish daily newspaper El Pais
published in local newspapers, Chavez said the Venezuelan military was divided. According to
Chavez, 80% of the nation's 43,000 regular troops support the coup leaders. March 26: In Valencia,
100 km. southwest of Caracas, police used tear gas and water cannon to break up a demonstration
by hundreds of stone-throwing university students. The demonstrators shouted slogans demanding
Perez's resignation, amnesty for the coup leaders and restoration of constitutional guarantees.
According to protest organizers, police arrested approximately 30 people, while police sources
reported five detentions. Local news reports indicated that 12 students and four police officers
were injured. About 9,000 court employees in Caracas and other cities participated in a oneday strike to pressure the government into authorizing pay hikes. Strikers said they planned
to stage another work stoppage the following week in the event negotiations with officials fail.
Members of the congress rejected a resolution to censure the ministers of agriculture, finance,
development and planning and the Central Bank president. A congressional vote on the restoration
of full constitutional guarantees suspended by presidential decree following the Feb. 4 attempted
coup was postponed. According vice president of the congress, Pedro Tabata, "We still do not
have a climate of peace in the country." Tabata accused unidentified leftist parties of "conspiring
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against the government, the democratic system and the country's democratic institutions." March
27: President Perez replaced two cabinet ministers. [See article on cabinet reshuffle, this issue
of NotiSur (04/08/92).] During a joint session, members of congress decided to debate several
constitutional amendments. The amendments include creation of a prime minister post and a
human rights attorney general office, and the means to recall presidents via popular referendum.
Amending the constitution is a two- stage process: two-thirds vote by both houses (134 of the 201
deputies and 32 of 40 senators), and endorsement by citizens through a referendum. According
to the Innac news service, students in Ciudad Bolivar, located 600 km. from Caracas, burned
tires, set fire to two vehicles and shouted slogans during a demonstration in support of the coup
leaders. Innac also reported clashes between students and police in Merida. March 28: Results of
an opinion poll conducted by the Mercanalisis company showed that 26% of Venezuelans rate the
Perez administration as "terrible," and 25%, called it "bad." Thirty-nine percent of respondents
said the administration was "average." Only 8% described the government as "good," and, 1%,
"excellent." The poll indicated that residents of Caracas, Valencia and Maracay were the most
unsatisfied with the administration's performance. Former president Rafael Caldera received
the highest popularity ratings of all politicians in the poll. Next, 40% of respondents said they
believe economic conditions will further deteriorate in the near future. Twenty-three percent
expressed confidence that the economy will improve, while 28% said they expect no change. Sixty
percent of respondents said they would oppose another military coup attempt, and 24% indicated
support for the same. Eleven percent said they were indifferent, and 5% did not respond. For 40%
of respondents, the armed forces ranked as the most "trustworthy" of Venezuelan institutions. The
executive was considered the most trustworthy by only 6%. March 30: Interior Minister Pinerua
Ordas warned that the government would "take measures" to prevent street demonstrations. He
said that although "constitutional guarantees will be restored sooner than many people think," in
the meantime "no one will be permitted to organize demonstrations." The minister's statement
was intended to discourage a "silent march" planned for April 2 by friends and relatives of the
coup leaders, and a strike scheduled to begin April 8. Political opposition groups are attempting
to circumvent restrictions on freedom of assembly by exercising three constitutional guarantees
that remain in effect: religious freedom, freedom of movement and the right to strike. March 31: An
estimated 60,000 public health sector employees participated in a work stoppage at government-run
hospitals and clinics to demand payment of back pay and bonuses. On the same day, 10,000 court
employees launched a strike to pressure officials into resolving a pay dispute. Perez told a group
AD party leaders that Miguel Rodriguez Central Bank president and "author" of the government's
economic adjustment program was planning to resign in the near future. A Caracas judge issued
arrest warrants for Perez's former chief of security, Orlando Garcia, and five other persons on
charges of fraud. Innac reported that new protests broke out in Coro, 300 km. northwest of the
capital, Maracaibo and Merida. In Coro, rock-wielding students clashed with police who tried
to disperse the protesters with tear gas and water cannon. In Maracaibo and Merida, students
burned tires and soft drink distribution trucks. April 1: In a statement broadcast on TV and radio,
Pinerua Ordas said continued protests against the government are organized by unidentified
"subversive groups." He asserted that all demonstrations scheduled for the next few days are
illegal, including the "silent protest" and a mass scheduled to take place April 2. Ruth de Krivoy
was appointed president of the Central Bank. According to armed forces spokesperson Rear Adm.
Rafael Huizi, a keg of gunpowder was detonated at a military warehouse near Puerto Cabello,
210 km. west of Caracas. The blast destroyed some weapons, but caused no significant material
damage, nor casualties. In a letter to Defense Minister Ochoa Antich, the Venezuelan humanitarian
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organization Provea denounced an attempt to execute six of the soldiers involved in the failed
coup, including Lt.Col. Chavez Frias. Provea claimed that the San Carlos prison officials were
responsible for the incident. An escape attempt was stimulated by prison authorities in order to
justify the use of weapons. Provea expressed concern that the incident would serve as a pretense
to move the defendants to other prison facilities. The organization requested access to San Carlos
in order to verify humanitarian treatment of the defendants. Several political opposition and civic
organizations delivered a petition to congressional president Pedro Paris Montesinos requesting
amnesty for persons detained in connection with the attempted coup. The petition was signed by
140,000 citizens. April 2: During noon hour, anti-riot police used buckshot, water cannon and tear
gas to disperse approximately 1,000 participants in a "silent march" through downtown Caracas. The
demonstrators hummed the national anthem and jingled keys. Meanwhile, National Guard troops
fired tear gas into a Roman Catholic cathedral during a mass. Churchgoers responded by throwing
rocks. An undetermined number of people were wounded and at least five arrested. A photographer
was beaten by police, and an Associated Press reporter was sprayed with tear gas. Ignacio Ramirez,
president of the Venezuelan Human Rights Federation, denounced police repression. Protests and
subsequent clashes between police and students were reported in Los Teques and Barquisimeto.
In Barquisimeto, demonstrators sacked two bakeries. Eight military officers were transferred from
the San Carlos prison in downtown Caracas to Fort Guaicapura in Santa Teresa, 35 km. south of the
capital. According to a report by El Diario de Caracas, two other officers were taken to a military
hospital. Defense Minister Ochoa Antich said coup leaders will henceforth be denied direct contact
with the news media. Visitors are to be restricted to relatives and attorneys. April 3: President
Perez ordered the release of 42 soldiers who participated in the coup attempt, including four
majors, 12 captains, 20 lieutenants and six sergeants. All were ordered to complete a "psychological
readaptation" course before being assigned to new posts. A total of 47 soldiers arrested after the
failed coup remain in custody. In Coro, students wearing masks threw rocks at vehicles, police
officers and several business establishments. Police dispersed the protesters with tear gas. "Los
Notables" comprised of well-known professionals and artists, including writer Arturo Uslar Pietri,
former presidential candidate Miguel Angel Burelli and Sen. Alfredo Tarre Murzi reiterated
demands for President Perez's resignation. In a letter to President Perez and Interior Minister
Pinerua Ordas, the New York-based Committee for the Protection of Journalists protested the
treatment of reporters during the April 2 protests in Caracas. Since late January, the Committee
has sent three other letters protesting abuse of journalists. In Caracas, Pinerua Ordas told reporters
that the wave of anti-government protests is part of an "organized conspiracy." April 4: AD leaders
reported a "highly suspicious" fire in the party's office in Guarenas, 20 km. east of Caracas. Material
damage was minimal. No casualties nor arrests were reported. The private YVKE Mundial radio
station in Caracas was shut down for eight days by order of the government. YVKE ranks as
Venezuela's most popular radio station. YVKE's reporting on incidents surrounding the April 2
protests in Caracas was described as an "incitement to violence." The closure was immediately
condemned by the opposition Movement Toward Socialism (MAS) party, the Inter-American Press
Society, and local newspaper editors. April 5: Luis Teofilo Nunez Arismendi, director of Caracas
daily newspaper El Universal, proposed a full pardon for leaders of the attempted coup. He also
criticized government censorship of YVKE Mundial station for reporting on anti-government
demonstrations. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 03/23/92, 03/26/92; Associated Press, 03/26/92,
04/01/92, 04/02/92; El Diario de Caracas, 04/02/92; Innac (Venezuela), 03/25-31/92, 04/03/92; Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 04/02/92, 04/03/92; Notimex, 03/25-27/92, 03/31/92-04/03/92; Spanish news service
EFE, 03/24-29/92, 04/01-04/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/24-31/92, 04/02-05/92]
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